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ECLIPSES. 1874. 

This year there will be four Eclipses, two of the Sun and two of the 
Moon, and a transit of Venus orer the Sun's disb. 

I. A total Eclipse of the Sun, April 16, invisible iu the United States, 
visible in the southern part of Africa. 

II. A partial Eclipse of the Moon, May 1, invisible in tlie United 
States. 

III. An annual Eclipse of the Sun, Oct. 10, invisible in the United 
States, visible in Central Asia. 

IV. A total Eclipse of the Moon, Oct. 25, visible in the United States, 
at Bo^n. Eclipse begins Oh, 5Sm. morning j total Eclipse begins 2h. 
10m.; middle of Eclipse, 2h. 33m.; total Eclipse ends 2h. 49m.; Eclipse 
ends ih. 8m. morning. 

V. A Transit of Venus over the Snn's disk, Dec 8 and 9, invisible 
in the United States, visible in Asia, Western Europe, and the Pacific 
Ocean. 
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ABOUT ALMANACS GENERALLY. 

Thebe are very few men who do not remember, or cannot recall, 
the importance the almanac enjoyed in his boyhood's home. I 
remember it used to hang by a string to the kitchen wall; and 
the member of the family who took it down for reference, was 
required to hang it up again when through with it. 

It was generally a medical almanac, with a yellow cover, — and 
a very bright-looking cover it was that winter; but bj' the next 
winter the corners of the cover were rolled up, or gone, and there 
^WWB conveniences for telling pretty accurately how many flies 
had enjoyed its retirement. 

Over the leaf was a picture of a man clothed in the fantastic garb 
of a South Sea Islander, with a trap door in his abdomen, and 
cockroaches and scales and other appliances of the grocery business 
around him* 

Then there was the calendar where the weather was handled, and 
where drunken-looking moons, and improbable suns, and highly 
impossible tides were made to go through performances that were 
intensely edifying to the family. . 

Interspersed were grammatically-constructed letters from un- 
grammatical people located in unheard-of towns in the distant 
West, who had been raised from the grave by pills, or drawn from 
eternity by plasters, and having been restored to perfect health, 
and having no further need of either, send on and order a ton of 
both. Also endorsements from well-known physicians in unknown 
localities, the whole set off with recipes for making puddings that 
no one should eat, and cake that no one would dare to. And when 
a recipe for either was hedged in by the details of a fever-sore on 
one side, and the gi'aphic particulars of a hemorrhage on the other, 
the symmetry of the whole was undeniable. 

When I was a boy I lived one winter with an uncle and an aunt, 
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and tbey did not keep their almanao hung up. Aunt never cared 
to look at an almanac anyway, so my uncle took care of it. He kept 
it in a drawer where he did his shaving apparatus, and odd 
hinges, and nails, and screws, and a weasel skin for cramps, and 
a coverless novel, and two equally decrepit song-books,. That 
drawer was a museum. It was the family drawer, and the recep- 
tacle of everything handy. I don't really believe either my aunt 
or uncle or the kitchen stove had ever been in that drawer; but 
about everything else had. There was a hank of black thread in 
among the contents, or, to be more exact, the contents were 
in among that thread, and whenever anything was taken out, that 
thread had to be consulted. 'Wp 

Sometimes the drawer would come all the way out, and very 
unexpectedly, and nearly bury my uncle in the contents. He was 
not a profane man, and so he did not swear. He merely observed 
that it was a sealed book to him why a woman never had any 
system, and then left me to pick up the things, and continue the 
argument. 

He had three- or four years' almanacs in the drawer, and when 
he went to consult about the weather, he was just as likely to 
pore over a three-year-old almaiiac as the current number. Not 

that it made any particular diflTerence, only there was always 

* 

something especially instructive to me to see him looking over 
the wrong almanac, and deducing facts that appeared to be of 
great comfort to him. 

But then, you have had just such experiences yourself, and 
there is no need of dwelling upon them. 
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THE WEATHER. 

'^ I SHALL not say .anything here about the importance of this 

subject. 

t 

We all know how unbearable society would be without it; how 
tame and commonplace would become heaven and earth in its 
absence. 

I merely wish to call the attention of the reader to the care 
that has been taken in selecting fhe weather for this book. 

Being warned by last season, I have put in plenty of rain, 
which will be found to arrive just in the nick of time. 

I have dealt lightly in thunder-storms; I find they are not 
popular; and I have such an antipathy to lightning-rod men that 
I lose no opportunity to injure them. 

I have been rather liberal^^ith snow, for the sake of the young 
and livery stables, and have put in some extraordinary hail, for 
the encouragement of the oldest inhabitant, and a little frost, to 
stir up the amateur in tobacco and other varieties of cabbage. 

But accuracy is the strong point of the volume. When it 
says, *'Look out for rain,'' then is the time for you to *'hump 
yourself" for the house. And when it says, **Frost,'' any delay 
in getting your wife's father's coat over the tomatoes and dahlias 
will prove eminently disastrous to those articles. Yes, I have 
aimed to be accurate, looking more to the personal comfort and 
general information of my patrons, than to the plaudits of a 
wicked world, and gold, which perish in a day, I am told. 

I have not lost sight of the fact that I have a formidable and 
unscrupulous opposition at Washington. But trusting to an 
honest purpose, a discriminating public, and eight years of pro- 
miscuous trusting as the editor of a country newspaper, I shall 
press steadily on, and hurt that Washington chap. 

Yours in confidence, 

Bailet. 
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IN EXPLANA TION. 

No one who remembers the past summer, can fail to under-^ 
stand why I have got out an almanac. At the eleventh hour, I 
have stepped in between man and the elements, and said, — 
''Don't I" Whether my action will be sustained, my honesty rec- 
ognized, my sacrifice appreciated, and my publishers remuner- 
ated, it is for the people to say. It was necessary that some one 
should take hold of the matter. I have done so. 

And so I have got out an almanac of my own. It is my first 
almanac, but you would hardly think it. When I look over the 
work myself, and see how complete it is in every department, 
and realize how easy it has been, it seems as if I never did do 
anything else but make weather, and fool with astronomy. 

I don't think the arrangement of J;he work can be improved. 
I have got in all the planets up to going to press, with a full 
and pleasing assortment of signs of the zodiac. I might have got 
other signs cheaper, but I prefer zodiac's. There is a tone and 
finish to them, which place them above their fellows. 

The reader will recognize many familiar characters in looking 
over our calendars, but he will experience much suffering and 
sorrow and disappointment in searching for moons equal in any 
respect to those our artist furnishes in this little work. 

They were engraved from sketches taken on the spot, and can 
be relied on in any climate. It is not my purpose, of course, to 
elaborate the work in this note of explanation, but I think I may 
be pardoned in calling the attention of the student of human na- 
ture to the ^expression of the eyes in oiu* moons. There is life 
there. They are not store moons. 

By special request, I omit, on the second page, the portrait of 
the man who has no coat to his back, nor any to Ms stomach, 
apparently. I should have omitted it, anyway. I have always 
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believed there was something repulsive in this exposure ; and cut- 
ting him open to excite sympathy, with .a view to mitigating dis- 
gust, has always appeared to me to be a coarse and disgraceful 
artifice. And just think, for one moment, of the awful absurdity 
of the idea. Here is a perfectly nude man, with a skylight in his 
stomach, and surrounded by things no one can pronounce the names 
of, standing with his legs apart, and staring at the horizon with 
as much intensity as if he had made it himself, and had come around 
to view it from a new point. 

We have got a new man to take his place, — a man who has been 
brought up to respect society, — a man whom it is a genuine pleas- 
ure to look at and to think of in the twilight. 

He atands up there and illustrates the seasons for his clothes, 
and looks after things generally; and as long as there is an eye to 
offend, or a cheek to blush, we shall strictly observe our part of 
the contract. 

I hope you will take this little book home to your family, and 
hang it up by a string; and when you are writing to your wife's 
mother, urging her to come on and stay all winter, you will find 
in this work many valuable suggestions in regard to the date line. 

Yours truly, 

J. M. Bailey. 

Danbury, Conn., September 1, 1873. 
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WINTER SCENES IN D ANBURY. 

There is one boy in Danbury who won't get anything^ in his 
stocking Christmas. He left a pan of ashes on the front stairs, 
to follow an organ-grinder, and a moment later his indulgent 
father came crashing out of the front door and down the front 
stoop, accompanied by that pan and its contents, and looking for 
all the world like a real god riding in the clouds. For a few 
minutes that boy thought he had a pile driver for an ancestor. 

A DlNBURY gentleman ate two mince-pies before retiring 
Sunday night, and about two o'clock the next morning was 
picked up by eleven bald-headed angels and pushed through ten 
yards of lead pipe. 

A MAN with a padlock hanging from his tongue was observed 
streaking across his yard for the house, this morning. 

Our people generally have come to the conclusion that the 
piece of flagging which bridges the gutter opposite the Danbury 
bank cannot be broken by sitting down on it. 

This is the kind of weather when a Christian draws close to 
the stove, and wishes every poor laboring man on the face of the 
earth was a clerk in a store. 

One of our residents about to depart West, desires to sell a 
sitting in one of the most eligible groceries in town. The stove 
is one of the most powerful in market, and the cracker and sugar 
barrels are within easy distance. 

That sure precursor of coming cold, an auroral display, filled 
the north with its magnificence last evening. As the waves of 
cold, glittering light shot up from the horizon, a man was ob- 
served going through some marvelous motions. He gazed an in- 
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blood, and frightening the man into a subdued sort of delirium 
tremens. It appears that his boy had got hold of a toy torpedo, 
and secreted it for safety in the pistol pocket of his father's Sunday 
pants, and neglected to remove it in time. The youth, that after- 
noon, walked over to Brewster, ^ ten miles distant, to spend 
Washington's Birthday with his grandmother. And the old gen- 
tleman has had a platform built to sit down on, and a cushion 
made of cotton batting and sweet oil to carry around with him. 



SPRING BUDS. 

The sound of the new spring boot is heard in the church aisle. 

Early garden stujQf is coming up finely, owing to a warm Bun 
and the hens next door. 

March came in like the Forty-second Congress, and went oi^ 
as softly as a counterfeit fifty-cent piece. 

The more hardy varieties of loafers ai'e beginning to- appear. 

There is nothing sad in growing old to those whose lives are 
pure, — and hens. 

Spring isn't very far advanced, but yet children are out dig- 
ging up roots to put the blood in order. That is a great notion 
people have, about fixing up the blood when spring comes. They 
are very particular about their blood. They want to get it in 
good order. When mosquitoes get around they will regret what 
they have done. 

It is estimated that there are sixteen thousand rural poets wait- 
ing for the advent of spring. There is certainly something 
keeping the season back. 
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Quite a number of men in Danbury are thrown out of employ- 
ment this week. The grocers are tjiking down their stoves. 

Now is the time to fx'ee cellars from decayed vegetation, which 
has accumulated through the winter. A little care like this will 
save much illness, aud tend to induce first-class shows to come to 
Danbury. 

Every other woman you meet now has a little four-cornered 
paper bundle in her hand, which she holds straight ahead of her, 
by the thumb and forefinger, so no other woman will see it. 

Pineapples now distill their aromatic fragrance over the tea- 
tables of the wealthy — and printers. 

The weather is getting warm enough to permit female neighbors 
to lean over the fence, and talk about the people across the way. 

The first robin of the season appeared in Danbury, on Sunday, 
and was escorted through town by nineteen bows and arrows, 
sixty-two shot-guns, four muskets, and eleven rifles. 

Pirst Boy. — Your father dropped dead on Main Street, this 
morning. 

Second Boy (thus made an orphan). — *'Let him drop." 
That was yesterday, the first of April, dear reader. 

A FAMILY on North Street gave a grand *' candy pull" at their 
residence, Friday evening. It took a gallon of molasses to do 
it, the bulk of which they were able to save, however, by boiling 
and straining their carpets, furniture, wall paper,' and hair. 

How any unprejudiced nian can look upon the present sized 
penny-cakes of maple sugar, and claim that the world is growing 
better, passes our comprehension. 

When a West Street lady loses a needle, she hides her hus- 
band's slippers. 
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Mr. O 'Clarence of North Street took a sucldeir notion to dash 
through the snow Friday, and at the first jump from the Avalk 
stepped with one foot on top of a hydrant and broke his knee-jDan 
with his chill. He has drawn up a petition to have hydrants 
built thirteen feet high, with an alarm bell on top. 

The down-trodden woman dumps her coal ashes in the street, 
and ensconcing herself behiud the blinds, watches the swift mo- 
tion of the approaching sleigh, and is cheered and strengthened 
by seeing it stop suddenly, and the driver step out over tha 
horse's head. 

With gentle footsteps the beautiful snow stole down from 
heaven yesterday, and the dark-eyed mud reached up and licked 
it in. 

The whistling by the factories Monday morning seemed pain- 
fully out of place. With the thermometer thirty degrees below 
zero, it is no time for levity. 



SUMMER IN DANBURT. 

A GENTLEMAN from Italy, with a board of elegantly painted 
babies and Cupids, with only one pair of breeches between threo 
of 'cm, and nice little goddesses and roosters and angels and 
statesmen, is in town to-day. He is doing a driving business. 
We saw him ourselves driven out of three yards. 

A Sixth- WARD colored man, whose indolence is quite pro- 
nounced, ties his fish-line to his dog, and when there is a bite the 
only exertion he is required to make is to kick the dog. 

If any one knows of a book-canvasser being killed by light- 
jiing, he will confer a favor by communicating with this office- 
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A LOOK at the world when the sun is rising, is a rcfrcshii)g 
sight. Early rising on a summer morning is something to be 
proud of. It is healthy for both the physical and mental forces. 
It is hard to break up slothful habits, and to spring from the couch 
at the first whispering of dawn; but when one has got up early, 
taken a sniff of fresh air, and bathed his face in the glow of the 
new-born sun, he will never lie abed again. He will wonder how 
he ever wasted the hours before; how anybody can lie abed after 
the sun is up; and when daylight comes streaming into his room 
the next morning, he will turn over so he can look at his clothes, 
smile a veiy sheepish smile, and go to sleep again. 

A NEW dish is grape leaves fried in an egg bntter. It is called 
a French dish, and is imported from Lake Mahopac. We can't 
think of anything that would be more delicious than fried grape 
leaves, unless it is a circus poster on toast. 



AUTUMN IN DANBURT. 

Several people with guns are moving through the streets to- 
day. There must be a book-agent in town. 

They are going to fill in that ravine on Nelson Street, and 
people who have cats and dogs they have got through with, 
should not neglect this opportunity, which will probably be the 
only one this winter. 

This is the season of the year when the domestic side-board 
glows with hoarhound slings, boneset cock-tails, pink and senna 
smashes, and castor-oil juleps. 

**So dark, and yet so light," as the man said when he looked 
at his ton of coal. 
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A Reading gentleman who came to Daubury this morning t 
make a few inquiries in relation to the coming agricultural exhi - 
bition, stepped on a jiiece of water-melon in front of the po&^'i 
office, and sat down on the pavement so violently as to tui'n hi ^ 
pockets inside out. '*Pickled Jehosophat!*' said he, more Lm. 
sorrow than in anger, as he struck out for the depot. 

A BOY stealing chestnuts near the cemetery road was caught 1>^ 
the irate proprietor. ''What's your name, you young rascal ?^^ 
he asked. "Tweed," blubbered the boy. With a nervous ga.s;X 
the frightened farmer dropped the delinquent and fled. 



It's curious how difi'erently the same thing will affect peoph 
While Mrs. O'Clarence, awed by the wonderful light in tl»_< 
North last night, donned her best bonnet tind crawled in betwee xi 
two feather beds, Mr. O'Clarence was perched on the back fences ^ 
completely absorbed in the fascinating movements of two cafcfip 
across a clothes line. 

A GANG of Gipsies are hovering about this neighborhood. 
We never see these dusky children of the East without thinking 
of the poetry and magnificence of other days, and thanking 
heaven our entire wardrobe is on our back. 

Many of the weeds are going to seed, and should be taken 
care of at once. The person who allows his premises to become 
a seed-bed for the noxious vegetaticm, is deserving of censure. 
Cut the weeds close to the ground, gather them carefully together, 
and throw them over the fence into the next lot. 
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AGRICULTURAL NOTES. 

A GENTLEMAN who was a New York milk-man for twenty-five 
years, but is now reformed, has bought a phiee in Danbury, where 
he contemplates living. 

**An amateur" writes to us for the best way to cure cornstalks, 
but omits to tell us what ails his cornstalks. 

A CITY gentleman who has recently bought a place in one of 
our districts, rather amazed the neighbors by appearing in his 
meadow with a scythe in one hand and an umbrella in the other. 
When our informant came away there were five doctors sitting 
on the fence, sharpening knives, and even the potato bugs had 
dropped their implements of labor and were watching that man's 
manceuvres. 

One of the scholars in a Danbury school being absent, the 
teacher sent to the parents for an explanation, and received the 
following straightforward statement: "Atometatrion." A careful 
and patient analyzation revealed the fact that the delinquent was 
*'at home tatering," the last term being, as every agiicultm'ist 
knows, a pleasing substitute for "planting potatoes.'' 

A PARTY of young sports driving through West Street, Sunday, 
attracted the attention and excited the pity of an elderly gentle- 
man on the walk. Eaising his head reprovingly, he kindly re- 
marked: * 'Young men, are you breaking the Sabbath?" ''No, 
sir," politely observed a serious chap on the back scat; "we are 
going to make a whole day of it." And before our aged friend 
could recover himself, the graceless scamps were out of sight. 
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FOR TUB TOURIST. 

There are a number of small stations on the New Haven roacl 
that don't appear to be of any importance; but if one could see 
the kissing going on there in the summer he would think differ- 
ently. We have looked out the car window upon those transac- 
tions until it did seem to us as if our sufferings were greater than 
wre could bear. 

The commuters on the New Haven road have held several meet- 
ings recently to give the participants opportimity to declare the 
road to be a fiendish monopoly, and its oflScers thieves. For the 
benefit of those of our readers who don't travel, we wish to explain 
that a commuter is a man gifted at euchre ; he wears large buttons, 
elegant studs, and occupies two seats. When not engrossed in the 
vagaries of the game he lightens care by throwing spit-balls, and 
altogether he is a man who suflers much. We are glad he is hold- 
ing meetings, and hope it eases him. 

A MISERABLE-LOOKING wrctch got ou the cars this noon to go to 
Norwalk. He sat by himself, as everybody appeared to shun him. 
He was the man who paints signs on the rocks. 



THE FLOWING BOWL. 

A BOISTEROUS gentleman was put in the lock-up. He was 
followed to that retreat by a number of under-graduates in the 
same course of study, together with several consumptive-looking 
people who followed out of admiration for the prisoner's lungs. 
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An inebriated stranger precipitated himself down the depot 
stairs, this morning, and on striking the landing, reproachfully 
apostrophized himself with, ''If you'd bin a wantin' to come down 
stairs, why in thunder didn't you say so, you wooden-headed old 
fool, an' I'd a come with you, an' showed you the way." 

A Danbury man distinguished himself the other evening by 
going on what is enigmatically denominated a tare; and while 
thus located unconsciously invited some thirty or forty pfeople 
to dine with him the next day. When he arrived home from the 
store at noon he was startled to find various strange people care- 
lessly strewn from the gate to the stoop, and spread out on the 
yard in groups of twos and threes. His first impression was that 
something sickening had happened; but upon learning the true 
state of affairs, he was so overpowered by gratitude that he cheer- 
fully engaged with his estimable wife in pouring hot water on 
those of the assembly who seemed impervious to milder argu- 
ments. 

We are glad this liquor trouble is settled, and no one shares 
the feeling to any greater extent than does Mrs. O' Clarence, on 
North Street. Mr. O'Clarence is the sexton of one of our 
leading temperance organizations. On the passage of the first 
town vote, killing license, his joy knew no bounds. He slept 
in the lock-up that night. The next vote killing the vote that 
killed license, completely took him unawares. We hope to never 
see grief like that again. He slept in a meadow back of the 
cemetery that night, and pretty much all of the next day, and 
only got fully awake in time to attend the meeting Saturday, 
and see temperance once -more triumphant. We guess he didn't 
sleep at all that night, for he was seen Monday morning making 
his way to a cabinet maker's with a back full of furniture for 
repairs. 
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FAGTS AND PHILOSOPHY. 

The man who never touched a drop of spiritous liquor, n- 
smoked nor chewed tobacco, aud never attended a circus 
theatre, undertook to digest thirty-two clams Saturday ni 
They carried him home on a new board, and rubbed him* 
the front breadth of a coffee-sack until the people in the 
house smelt smoke. 

A Danbury gentleman who went up to Falls Village wi 
view of settling there, has returned discouraged. He says the 
is so poor that the people give concerts for its benefit. 

There is no more interesting study within the range of r 
than the movements of a person who has lost five dollars, 
discovers the loss in a strange store. No one can depict the 
pression of his features while he is shooting around into the 
skirts of his recesses, reserving two pockets in which it is rea 
ably probable the money may be, till the last. And when he 
around to these, and thoughtfully introduces the nervous hand, 
can see the hair fairly lift on his head, the perspiration mult 
swiftly on his features, while the blood that has rushed to 
front, to the imminent danger of bursting forth, changes its m 
and shoots back to the fountaiu, leaving his features the hu 
a piece of mis — laid tripe. It requires the nerve of a man 
has been clerking eleven years for seven dollars a week, to bea 
under such a sight. 

''Merciful Heaven!" exclaimed a grieved chap, as he brt 
himself against a post in front of a Sixth Ward saloon, on W; 
ington's Birthday; "can it be possible that that great and g 
man is dead V ' 



THE DANBURT NEWS MAN'S ALMANAC FOR 1874. 



THE MODE EN MARTYR ON ICE. 

The glare of many-colored lights above, and the glare of the 
sheet of ice below, dotted here and there with scores of swift 
gaUants and graceful lassies, made an entrancing picture. I found 
my way down to the ice, and stood on the brink of the intoxi- 
cating delight, fully enjoying it. My early education on skates 
had been wofully neglected; I never so fully realized this as 
when I stood by the edge of the pond with my feet firmly imbed- 
ded in the snow on that December evening, and looked at the 
lights, the people, and the fun. Very lean-legged men circled, 
whirled, and skimmed before me. A very short, squatty-look- 
ing boy bore down fronj somewhere, and took up a position in 
front of me. He had a pair of skates dangling from his arm, and 
something else not quite so large dangling from his nose. He 
was a queer-looking boy. When he stopped, he seemed to shut 
himself up like a telescope. His head settled down upon his 
fshoulders, and his body came down upon his legs as though it 
had an intention of breaking down those valuable members of 
society. He evidently had something heavy on his mind. He 
drummed his heels on the ice before mo, and looked absently at the 
gayety all around him. While studying him, I commenced to feel 
an overpowering desire to get out on the pond and distinguish 
myself, although I had no very well-defined idea of how I was 
to do it. My gaze alternated between his skates and the ice for 
some time. I have since thought that the boy was hired by some 
one to take up that position, but I had no thought of the kind at 
the time. Such a thought then would have been worth two hun- 
dred dollars; coming when it did, it was a damage to me. 

Finally, I hailed the young man with a view to mounting his 
skates. He was corrupt to the core, and a twenty-fi.v^-Q.^v^t %^v\sfi^ 
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overcame him like a summer rain. He threw down the skates 
my feet, and turned his attention to the stamp. He held it 
to the light, and then between him and the light; then he rubbo 
it between his fingers. Its genuineness satisfied him, and he pv 
it away behind his clothes somewhere. 

«*Is your heels bored?" he asked. 

'•What do you mean by that?" I said. 

*'Why, for the corks on the skates," he answered, lookio 
at me curiously. 

I felt that I had said something I ought not to, but I told hii 
to put on the skates, as I had the rheumatism in my wrist. 

I sat down on the snow, and he went to work. He was a lox3 
while doing it. The snow was uncomfortably moist, and my coi 
was too short to be of any use. I sat there long enough to ha.^ 
absorbed all the moisture within a yard about me. When 1 
got through, he told me to get up on my feet. I got part-wa*J 
up, and then it happened to occur to me that this was the fixr 
time I had ever been harnessed to two skates at once. Tl 
reflection was weightier than would seem possible, and I s 
down. 

''Guess you never skated for a living," remarked the bo. 
taking hold of my hand. 

"Not that I remember," I said, faintly. 

I let him assist me to my feet, just as a party of young fol J 
went skimming by. The owner of the skates was a philanthropi" 
in his way. He pointed to the party, and said they were skatin 
round the pond on a wager, and asked me not to run over theix 
I had all I could do to resist a desire ^o start in chase of tb 
party and run over them ; but I managed to repress it. It felt S 
nice to be on my feet, that I told him I guessed I would start out 
I was disappointed in one particular; I thought it would requir 
an eflbit to start off; but it didn't. 

While I was deciding between shooting across the pond like <* 
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comet, and marking out a spread eagle in the very centre of the 
ice, a sudden move of the left skate diverted my attention, and 
the next instant I was looking at the lamps through my legs, and 
bumping my head ferociously against the ice. This surprised 
me, and interested the boy. The more so, as I held in my* out- 
stretched hand a portion of the hair that a moment ago adorned 
and protected his scalp. 

**Why, what on earth did you do that for?" he asked, looking 
at me with considerable uneasiness, and holding his hand on his 
head. 

I didn't make any answer. I saw that I had created a sensa- 
tioi\; besides, my head ached. He helped me up, but 1 noticed 
ho didn't show the enthusiasm' he brought out on the first effort; 
and also, that when he got me to a perpendicular, he showed 
a-n inclination to avoid me. 

He kept one eye on me; the other revolved towards the shore. 
This angered me. 

* *I won't hurt you," I said. 

* *I don't want you to," he answered. 

* *Why don't you stay by me, then?" I asked. 

* 'Because I ain't got much hair, and I ain't old enough to wear 
a ^^ig." 

It was useless to argue with him; and besides, the skates were 
^^^ting a little uneasy. My knees were wabbling back and forth 
^ith increasing speed, and I didn't kiioAv but they would become 
nixtiinged. 

** What are you trying to do now; take yourself apart?" he 

This query exhausted my patience. I braced my knees up, 
^^d moved off. I was a grain too rufiled, and I felt very damp 
wUere I didn't want to. Tiie owner of the skates was pleased by 
ttxis movement, but not quite so intoxicated "with delight as to 
forget his caution. I moved off about two yards; then I brought 
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up so quick as to wrench my back: but I kept on my feet. How- 
ever, that cramp in my back tioubled me, and I concluded if I 
had to crack my spine whenever I stopped, I wouldn't stop again, 
I got along for a couple of rods very well, as the ice was cut up 
here.; then I sat down to rest. I really didn't intend to rest 
there; but as I sat down, I thought I might as well rest. Like 
many amateurs, I was careless in my choice of a sitting-place; 
otherwise, I would have gone an inch farther, and avoided a small 
paving-stone. I felt quite contented here; there didn't appear 
to be any danger. The proprietor of the skates didn't share my 
satisfaction, however. 

'Ain't you goin' any further?" he asked. 

^Not yet,'' I said. 

'But supposin' it commences to thaw?" 

I couldn't answer this, and didn't want to. A little ahead of 
me was an old gentleman and a young lady. The young lady 
was on skates, and the old gentleman was helping her along. 
The young lady was very handsome, and I became interested 
in her progress; I concluded to help her. 

*'Come here, Mr. Hinckley, and help me up again," I said to 
the boy. 

**My name ain't Hinckley; though I don't know what it is, 
my head is so sore," he said, as he pulled me up on my feet. 

I had him hold me while I straightened my neck-tie, and then 
1 told him to let go when I said '*Eeady." 

I had laid back for a stunning movement, and opened my mouth 
to give the signal, when he abruptly let go. I made an effort to 
catch myself, but it was abortive. I came down with force suffi- 
cient to split the pond wide open, and to send the damp part of 
my pants up into my throat. The young man made all haste to 
get me up again; he was really frightened. He said: — 

'*! wouldn't do that again, if 1 were you." 

I assured him 1 would try my best to suppress any desire to 
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do it again; but I ventured to aflSrm that I wouldn't try to con- 
trol an inclination to knock his head off if he repeated his care- 
lessness. That sobered him. 

He hung to me this time till I was all ready, and ,when I 
gave the command, he let go; and I bore down on the old gen- 
tleman and the young lady. They were pretty close to me, and 
I had but little distance to bore, which was just as well. I came 
up before them, scraping the ice with vigor. 

* 'Learning to skate?" I remarked, moving about to keep up. 

**Yes, sir," she said, clinging nervously to his whiskers. 

*'Why don't you try it alone?" T asked. *'That is the way I 
learned." 

**Ain't it hard?" inquired the old gentleman. 

*'Not at all," said I, continuing to move about to avoid falling 
over both of them. ''Just look at me now, and see how I do it, 
and then try the same way," I added, placing my back to them, 
and preparing to do something to take away their breath. 

*'Are you looking?" I said, with confidence, but not daring to 
turn around. 

*'0, yes," they both cried. 

"Then here I go," I said, and the words were no sooner 
uttered than verified. I felt a sudden, rapid movement. I heard 
a rasping sound beneath me, and then right ahead. The lights 
gave a sudden whirl, and then disappeared; and the next minute I 
struck the ice a tremendous blow with the back of my head. I 
never had anything interest me like that. It absorbed all my at- 
tention. I was confident nobody ever had such a fall ; not even 
our first parents, or the Niagara River. It was worse than last 
fall. This consoled me. I made no inquiries for the young lady. 
I told the boy to come and unharness me, there was not enough 
variety about skating to suit my fiery nature. Besides, the owner 
of the pond was a poor man, and had a large family, and this was 
his only pond. 
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GETTING CLOTHES. 

X 

When a woman buys an article of wearing apparel, it is txlJ 
right. Slie is not counseled to take it back because of this o. 
that defect. She ignores man's knowledge in the matter, and he 
is only too glad to escape to make any protest. But wheii he up- 
holsters himself in any particular, she gives the article the most 
critical examination, and in nine cases out of ten hurries him 
right back with it. BetAveen that man's regard for his wife, and 
fear of the merchant, he loses a great deal that is pleasant in this 
world. It is also a little singular what a wonderful effect the 
store where you have made the purchase has upon the fit of the 
article. I have known a man to go back three times with a coat. 
The first time, it pinched him a little under the arms. The dealer 
had him try it on; then pulled it down in the back, stood off ^nd 
squinted at it, and then said, **How does that feel now?" 

The man, perspiring at every pore, and feeling that he was 
guilty in some way of taking unfair advantage of a trusting fellow- 
mortal, confessed that it was much better, and went off. 

The next day ho appeared, with the impression that there was 
no wool in the cloth; his wife said so. The salesman gave him 
such a pitying glance, and whipped the coat over from one side 
to the other, so rapidly, and talked so fast about texture and woof, 
that the miserable wretch was glad to get the garment back, and 
get out of the store. 

Two days later, he sneaked in again with the coat under his 
arm. This time it pjnched across the back. The tailor had 
him try it on again, and then rubbed it across the back, and 
pulled it at the front, and said he never saw anything fit like that 
in his life ; and the man went off with a similar belief. He didn't 
^o bacjt any more; but he used to stand in front of that store, 
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when no one was looking, and shake his fist through the window 
at that tailor, and think up things he wanted to do to hiin, but* 
which there appeared no immediate prospect of doing. 



A TOOTH THAT WAS PULLED. 

When I was a boy, I laid the corner-stone of my wealth work- 
ings for a farmer named Wiggins, in the neighborhood of 
Oriskany, New York. He was engaged drawing buckwheat from 
a field across the road from the barn, one day. For this purpose 
he employed a yoke of oxen and a heavy sled. He used the sled 
because it was low, and easier to load and unload. I went with 
him to do this work. The day before he put me at threshing 
with a flail. A flail is two sticks united by a piece of leather, 
and the novice can never tell where the loose stick is going to 
strike when he makes a blow. I never saw a flail before, but 
I saw the others using them, and I was surprised to see how 
easily it was done. At the first blow the loose stick flew around, 
and nearly carried away one of my ears. At the next, it caught 
the old gentleman on the back of the head, and drove him over 
a half-bushel measure, and headlong under the fanning mill. 
The hired men immediately threw me down, and took the flail 
away. 

So I was out that day handling buckwheat. After a few turns, 
the old gentleman asked me if I knew how to drive a yoke of 
oxen. I told him I did. I cannot understand to this day why 
I should have told him so. But ] did, and he gave me the goad. 
I touched up the two vampires, and hied to the field. We got along 
the road, and into the field all right; but in crossing a knoll, over 
which the sharp November wind was blowing, one ox saw some- 
thing at one side, and stepped over to see what it was; and jusl 
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then I punched the other with the goad, and opened my mouth to 
shout a ''haw" that would be a tonic to them, when a sudden 
spasm, of the most excruciating pain I ever experienced, brought 
my jaws together with startling force, and as suddenly disap- 
peared. 

At first I was' astonished; then I was scared. . There was enough 
of it when it came to have filled eleven states with woe ; but it 
disappeared without leaving a vestige of its coming. I picked up 
the goad in a subdued manner, and began to feel a hankering to 
holler "haw" again. The more 1 strove to overcome this tempta- 
tion, the stronger it grew upon me; and finally, after a convulsive 
final struggle, I surrendered, and shouted the dreaded word 
again. Then I dropped the goad, and started for the village, 
leaving the oxen to load the sled, or otherwise occupy them- 
selves. Iwent straight to the dentist's. I had had teeth snatched 
out of me with a thread, and I was not afraid. I told the dentist 
the trouble. He knew all about it, and invited me to take the 
chair. I asked him if it would hurt to have the tooth pulled. He 
said it wouldn't, and I believed him. I laid back my head, and 
opened my mouth, and he reached in with a murderous-looking 
instrument, and went to prowling around in there. I didn't think 
it was so easy to have a tooth pulled, and fell to regretting that I 
hadn't come down before and oftener, when he suddenly bore 
down on my jaw, and I fairly shrieked with agony ; then he came 
right up, and I screamed again. When he went down, I thought E 
was dead; but when he came up, I knew better, and was sorry for 
it. 

He asked me if it hurt, but I didn't say anything. 1 was too 
proud to say it did, and too mad to say it didn't. But the next 
two days I waited around for his son, who was about my age, 
and if there was ever a boy who had reason to regret his father's 
vocation, it was that boy. 



TEE DANBURT NEWS MAN'S ALMANAC FOR 1874. 



THE COLOGNE BOTTLE. 

A RATHER contemptible trick was played on one of our young 
clerks, Sunday night. He bought a cut-glass bottle of cologne, 
with a glass stopper, and pink ribbon, to present to a young lady 
he is keeping company with, but on reaching the house he felt a 
little embarrassed for fear there were members of the family pres- 
ent, and so he left the beautiful gift on the stoop, and passed in. 
The movement was perceived by a graceless brother of the young 
lady, who appropriated the cologne to his own use, and refilled 
the bottle with hartshorn from the family jar, and then hung 
around to observe the result. In a little while the young man 
slipped out on the stoop, and securing the splendid gift, slipped 
back again to the parlor, where, with a few appropriate words, he 
pressed it upon the blushing girl. Like a faithful daughter she 
at once hurried to her mother, and the old lady was charmed. 

They didn't put up scent stuif like that when she was a girl; it 
was kept in a tea-cup, and was held together by samples of all the 
family's hair. But she was very much pleased with it. She 
drew out the stopper, laid the petals of her nostrils over the aper- 
ture, and fetched a pull at the contents that fairly made them 
bubble. Then she laid the bottle down, and picked up a brass- 
mounted fire shovel instead,- aad said she, as soon as she could 
say anything: '*W*here is ^hat stinking brat?" And he, all 
unconscious of what had happened, was in front of the mirror, 
adjusting his neck-tie, and smiling at himself. And here she 
found him, and said to him: *'0, you are laughing at the trick 
on an old woman, are you, you wall-eyed leper." . And then she 
basted him on the ear. And he, being by nature more eloquent 
, with his legs than his tongue, hastened from there, howling like 
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mad, and accompanied to the gate by that brass-mounted shovel. 
He says he would give everything on earth if he could shake off 
the impression that a mistake had been made. 



THE WRONG WAY TO PICK UP A SNAPPING'TURTl.E. 

A MAN named Gilsey, who, by strict economy and severe indus- 
try, has succeeded in getting his family a little place, free of in- 
cumbrance, was fishing in Still River, near the Beaver Brook 
Mills, on Sunday afternoon. 

After sitting on the bank for a couple of hours without catching 
anything, he was gratified to see on a stone in the water, a snap- 
ping-turtle sunning himself. The butt end of the turtle was 
towards him, and he thought he would capture it; but while he was 
looking for a place to step, the turtle gravely turned around with- 
out his knowledge, and when he got in reaching distance, and 
bent down to take hold of what nature designed should be taken 
hold of while handling a snapping-turtle, that, sociable animal 
just reached out and took hold of Mr. Gilsey's hand with a 
grasp that left no doubt of its sincerity. The shrieks of the un- 
fortunate man aroused some of the neighbors, but when they ar- 
rived, it was too late to be of any benefit to him, or even to them- 
selves, for they just caught a glimpse of a bareheaded man 
tearing over the hill, swinging a small carpet-bag in one hand, 
and they at once concluded that it was a narrow escape irom a 
highway robbery. However, it was not a carpet-bag he was swing- 
ing; it was that turtle, and it clung to him until he reached the 
White Street bridge, when it let go; but the frightened man did 
not slacken his gait until he got home. 

When he reached the house, the luditrousness of the affair bm'st 
upon him, and when his wife looked upon his pale face and bare 
head and dust-begrimed clothes, and asked him what was the.^ 
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matter, he said, ''Nothing was the matter, only he was afraid 
he would be too bite for church," and appeared to.be much 
relieved to find that he wasn't. 



PEOPLE WE MEET AT THE SHOW. 

No amount of familiarity reconciles us to the little eccentricities 

of an American audience. In such an audience there are sure to be 

i\ half-dozen or so of very disagreeable people. We do not claim 

that they are intentionally disagreeable, but merely that they are 

necessarily so. And these annoyances are found in their full 

development in the modest hall of entertainment afforded by the 

village, where there are no carpets to soften one, nor intricate 

and misunderstandable Italian operas to keep off another. There 

is really no objection to the light-footed gent who goes out between 

acts for the fragrant coffee-berry, and comes in to crack it with 

his teeth, instead of allowing it to gently dissolve in his mouth. 

There is no serious objection to him; but then, if he is permitted 

to do such things, so also is his less pretentious brother up-stairs 

who came from home in too much of a hurry to change his boots, 

and who puts down his foot as if he had got through'with it, and 

was extremely doubtful about ever picking it up again. This 

party generally sits in the side gallery near the stage, and after 

he has thundered Into his place, and requested in a tenor voice 

the next party to ''Crowd up," and taken his seat, and looked 

around in a mild and forgiving manner, the sufferer down-stairs, 

-who has felt every impression of the boot upon his nerves, finds 

himself wondering upon the extraordinary and somewhat startling 

fact that the man with the hydraulic legs always sits at that end 

. of the gallery. And our unfortunate friend up-stairs, who now 

™ his arms on the rail, and his uncombed haSbd ow\\\% s^.Tasa^^'essSSc 
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is staring at the play with an intensity that is commendable, is in- 
variably late in his coming. Whether he lingers at the tea-table 
to fight abstruse sciences, or at the stable to heal a wounded whip- 
lash, no one in the audience, who are startled into new life by the 
artillery of his legs, can tell. But he comes in late, and up the 
gallery stairs two steps at a time, and, without a pause at the top, 
roars along the back and uncarpeted passage, to where his kin are 
already located, at the extreme end of the gallery; and there is 
no reason to doubt but that he would thunder further along were 
there the faintest possibility of forcing his way through the solid 
wall'in front. 

Across the way from him, in the opposite gallery, is the ine- 
briated patron of high arts, who, having mistaken the admirers of 
the drama for admirers of himself, has pinned the stage with his 
eyes, — a hold that he occasionally releases to nod in an apprecia- 
tive way to his neighbors, or to shake it in mild protestation of their 
adulation of him. * There are times when he will suddenly and 
hysterically ejaculate, «*Wake up I " and immediately relapse into 
a gravity that is quite startling and unexpected. Whether this ob- 
servation is an admonition to the performers or * audience, or 
merely a bit of pleasantry evolved from his own exuberance of 
joy, and expressed impartially for the gratification of everybody, 
nobody appears able to tell. 

There is also in close proximity to j'ou a slim man with fal- 
setto hands, and when he brings them together, which he invaria- 
bly does at the wrong time, there is an impres'feion on your mind 
that the boiler in a nail-factory has exploded, and thirteen feet 
of the unworked material has been driven completely through 
your head. You will never after read of a stroke of lightning 
without thinking, Avith sincere regret, what an excellent opportu- 
nity to distinguish itself electricity once missed. 

Then there is the man in the back gallery who takes advantage 
ol the sweet, low passages of the play to explain to a deaf friend 
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how a villain in disguise got the best of him in a conuriercial 
transaction pertaining to liorscs, — a confidence the deaf man 
gratefully acknowledges by promiscuously and profanely apos- 
trophising the villain aforesaid, whom it is barely possible he 
never saw and knows nothing about. 

But the most remarkable character is the boy who whistles, — 
not softly and melodiously whistles, but shrilly and infernally; 
a noise that goes to the root of every nerve in your body, and 
makes you jump in spite of yourself. He, too, is in the gallery; 
but exactly where, the grave alone will reveal, we fear. The in- 
terested listener and observer down-stairs hears the shriek, .and 
involuntarily turns a searching glance to whence it came; but the 
author of it is not found. There is a row of boys before him, 
but the- uniform simplicity and blandness of their faces baffle all 
description. He may hear that awful shriek twenty times, and 
as many times seek its locality, guided by its sound; but the man 
is not alive, nor ever was, who has seen that boy; and the suf- 
ferer's only resource is to scowl severely and firmly as near to 
the spot as is possible. 
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RATES OF F08TAOE. 
DOMESTIC. 
t HE POSTAGE ON LETTERS .and sealed packages within tho 
United States and Territories is 8 cents for ench half ounca 
or under, and 3 cents for each ndditionni half ounce or fmction 
thereof, prepayment by postage -stamps rejuired. " Drop " or 
local letters, 2 cents per lialf ounce at o^es wiicre letter-car- 
riers are employed, and 1 cent per half ounce at offices wherR 
there are no letter-carriers. 

On painpiilels. occasional pablications, transient newspapers, 
magazines, handbills, posters, unsealed circulars, proapeclu)'- 
es, book manuscripts, proof-sheets (corrected or not), maps, 
prims, engravings, blanks, and cards, 1 cent for each two 
ounces or fraction thereof, to be prepaid by postnge-stamp^ . 
Packages of the above must not excueA four pounds in voight. 
Manuscripts intended for publication in newspapers, maga- 
zines, and periodicals are chargeable with letter postage. 

On flexible patterns, sample cards, phonographic paper, let- 
ter cnrolopes, postal envelopes and wrappers, plain and orna- 
mental paper, pholographie representations of different types, 
seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, and scions, 1 cent for each two ounces or fraction there- 
of, to be prepaid by postage- stamps. 

On books, 2 cents for each two ounces or fraction thereof, to be prepaid by piist- 
age-slamps. Packages not to v^ceeA four pounds in weight. 

On samples of metals, ores, minerals, and merchandise, 2 cents for eaoli two ounces 
ir fraction thereof, to be prepaid by postage-stamps. Packages not to exceed tntive 




not) can be sent by mail at 2 cents per 
in weight, and not from its forW or naturo 
il-pouch. No writing other tli'an the address 



eight. 
Any dry article of merchandise (sample o 

calculated to injure the contents of a ma 
must be connected with such a package. 

On newspapers, periodicals not over two ounces in weight, and circulars, wften da- 
jioaited in an office wKtre letter-carrier* are employed, for delivery by thiit oiace or 
its carriers, the postage Is 1 cent each, except weekly newspapers, which arc charge- 
able with the regular rate, viz., S cents per quarteri but on periodicals weighing over 
two ounces, when so deposited in a letter-carrier office, the postage is 2 cents each. 
These rales must he prepaid by postage-stamps. 

Postal Cabos, on which messages, orders, notices, and other short communica- 
tions may be printed or written in pencil or ink, may bo procured at any post-of&ca, 
at a cost of 1 cent each, and cnn be sent through tho mails without further charge. 

Liquids, chemicals, poisons, articles liable to injure the contents of the miut-bags 
or the person of any one employed in the postal sCrvice, and all obscene books, prints, 
and publications, are excluded from ike maili. 

All packages of mail matter not sent at letter rates (except seeds) must be so 
wrapped or secured that their contents can be conveniently examined by postmas- 
ters, otherwise they will be charged letter postage. 

■ POSTAOB ON NsnaFAFEBS AND PERIODICALS TO RsGCLAIt SdBSCRTUBBS (^payohlg 

quarterly in currency, in advance, at ike office of delivery). When published 
dail;?, 86 cents per quarter; six times per week, HO cents; tri-weekly, 15 cents; 
semi-weekly, 10 cents ; weekly, 6 cents. When published less frequently than one* 
a vreek, tlie following are the quarterly rates : Seiai-Tiionlkly, not over four ounces, 
6 cents; over four and not over eight ounces, 12 cents; over eight and not over 
twelve onnces, 18 cents. Monthly, not over four ounces, 3 cents ; over four and not 
over eight ounces, 6 cents ; over eight and not over twelve onnces, 9 cents, (^aar- 
terly, not over four ounces, 1 cent; overfour and not over eight onnces, i! cents; over 
eight and not over twelve ounces, 3 cents. Payment must be made for not less than 
one quarter, and the quarter (three months) paid for may begin, at any date, it not 
being necessary, as was formerly the case, to pay to the end of an q^iiu quarter. 
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Postage on printed matter to Canada and other British North American provinces, 
can only be prepaid to the boundary-line. 

Domestic Money Orders are issued at any money-order post-office in the United 
States, payable at any other money-order post-office, in sums of not more than fifty 
dollars. Lafger amounts can be sent to the same person by Additional orders. 
Hates : On orders not exceeding $10, 5 cents; over $10 and not exceeding $20, 10 
cents ; over $20 and not exceeding $30, 15 cents ; over $30 and not exceeding $40, 
20 cents ; over $40 and not exceeding $50, 25 cents. 

Foreign Money Orders. — At the principal money-order post-offices in the United 
States (including all the larger post-offices), money orders, payable at money-order 
post-offices in Great Britain, Ireland, and Switzerland, may be procured at the fol- 
lowing rates : On orders not exceeding $10, 25 cents; over $10 and not exceeding 
020, 60 cents ; over $20 and not exceeding $30, 75 cents ; over $30 and not exceeding 
040, $1 ; over $40 and not exceeding $50. $1 25. (Orders can also be obtained on 
Grermany at rates which can be ascertained at any of the principal post-offices in the 
United States, but which had not been officially promulgated at the time of the prep- 
aration of this table.) 

Unclaimed Letters. — All letters remaining uncalled for thirty days in a post- 
office after being advertised, are sent to the Dead Letter Office, except letters bear- 
ing a request to return to the writer if not called for within a specified time, and 
letters bearing the name and address of the writer on the outside. Such letters are 
not advertised, and are not sent to the Dead Letter Office, but are returned direct to 
the writers. The use of "request" envelopes is recommended to the public. 

Forwarding Letters Free. — Prepaid and free letters are forwarded from one 
post-office to another, at the request of the persons addressed, without additional post- 
age. But a letter which has been once delivered to an authorized person cannot be 
remailedto a new address without the prepayment of additional postage. Drop let- 
ters, when forwarded by mail to another post-office, are chargeable at 3 cents per 
half ounce on delivery. No mail matter except letters can be forwarded to a new 
address except on prepayment of postage by stamps at regular rates. 

Kegistered Letters. — Letters can be registered to any part of the United States 
and Territories on payment of a registration fee of 15 cents ; to Great Britain, 
Ireland, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Holland, West Indies, and Panama, on the 
payment of a fee of 8 cents; to Canada, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince 
Edwards Island, on payment of a fee of 5 cents; and to the principal countries of 
Europe, and certain ports and cities of Asia and Africa, on payment of fees varying 
from 8 to 17 cents. All registration fees must be paid by stamps, and the postage on 
all registered letters must also be prepaid in full by stamps. The public are desired 
by the Post-office never to send money or valuable articles in unregistered letters. 
Postmasters at all post-offices are obliged to register letters when requested to do so. 

FOREIGN. 

[The * indicates that unless the letters are registered, prepayment is optional ; in all other cases it is required.] 



Fbom thb United States to 



WRITISH Provinces.— Ontario, Quebec, Now Brunswick, and 

Nova Scotia (if unpaid, 10 cents) 

Newfoondland. — (If over .3000 miles, 15 cents) 

Vakcouver*s Island. — (If unpaid, 10 cents) 

Europe. 

Great Britain and Ireland .' 

[Rates on book-papkets, patterns, and samples, prepayment 
compulsory. — Not over 1 oz., 2 cents; over 1 oz. and not 
over 2 oz., 4 cents; over 2 oz. and not over 4 oz., cents; 
6 cents for each 4 ounces or fraction thereof.] 

Denmark, via North Giermau Union direct 

Denmark, closed mail, via Kng-Jand 

Sweden, vm North German Union direct 

Sweden, closed mail, via En{]rland 

Norway, via North Glerman Union direct 

Norway, closed mail, via Engfland • 

[Small newspapers under 2 oz., 7 cents each, by closed maU> 
via England,} 
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FOREIGN POSTAGE. — Continued. 



Fkoh tue United States to 



RuKsin, North German Union direct mail . . 

Kusfiin, Nbrtli German Union closed mail, via Eng:land. . . . 

ISel^ium, or the Netherlands 

Prussia and N. G. Union, including all the German States, 
Austria and Hungary, direct mail, via Bremen and Ham- 
burg 

North German Union closed mail, via England 

Italy direct, closed mail, via England 

Italy, North German Union direct • 

Italy, North German Union, closed mail, via England. • . . 

France, open mail, via England 

France, direct mail 

Switzerland, direct, closed mall, via England 

SpaiD, direct mail, via Bremen or Hamburg 

Spain, closed mail, via Bremen or Hamburg 

Portugal, via England 

Gibraltar, '* ♦« 

Malta, *' «* k . . . 

Greece, via North German Union direct 

Greece, North German Union closed mail, via England. . . , 
[Small newspapers under 2 oz., 8 cents each, by closed mail, 
via England.] 

Moldavia and Wallachia, including Bakeu, Berlat, Botutscha- 
ny, Bucharesl;, Fokshan, Galatz, Gergeno, Jassy, Ibraila,Pi- 
atra, Plojeshti, Roumauia, via North German union direct. 

Moldavia and Wallachia, North German Union closed mail, 
via England 

Turkey (European and Asiatic). — Letters for Adrianoplc, 
Antwari, Iteyroutj Burgas, Caiffa, Cavallo, Candia, Canea, 
Constantinople, Czernarrods, Dardanelles, Durazzo, Galli- 
poli, Jaffa, Janina, Jerusalem, Ineboli, Kustendji, liagos, 
Larnica, Mitylene, Philipopolis, Prevesa, Quaranti, Rhoaes, 
Rustchuck, Salonica, Samsoun, Seres, Santi, Sinopc, Smyr- 
na, Sophia, Sulina, Tenedos, Trebizond, Tchesme, Tultcha,* 
Valona, Varna, Vola, and Widdin, via North German Union 
direct -. 

Turkey (European and Asiatic), North German Union closed 
mail, via England 

All other points in Turkey (European and Asiatic), via N. G. 
Union direct. (No registration to Alcxandretta, Latakia, 
Mersina, Rctimo, or Tripoli, N. G. Union and Brindisi). . . 

Do; North German Union closed mail, via England • 
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SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE. 



litis 7Vz&te ahowa rates not mentioned in the above Table, r^eired to by 

letters Ji, C, etc. 



B — via Southampton. 

B — via Marseilles 

C — via North German Union <2trec^ 

C — via North German Union closed mail, via England. . , , 

E — via North German Union rftrcc^ 

E — via North German Union cZo«crf »nai^, via England. , . . 

F — via North German Union direct 

F — via North German Union closed mail, via England. . , . 

G — via North German Union rfi>6C< 

G— via North German Union closed mail, via England. . . . 

Gt- 

H — via North German Union direct 

H — via North German Union closed muil, via England. . . . 

V — 2 cents for eacli 2 oz. or fraction tliereof. 
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t To Bolgium, the Netlierlandi, North German Union, or via the North German Union to countries hcjond, to Oreal 
Britain, and cuiiDtrics via England, and to Italy and Switzerland, tlie postage inurea«es a single rate tor evci-y four ouncea. 

:^ Domestic rates to and from the United States boundary line. 

^ Not over one ounce, 2 cents ; not over two ounces, 4 cents ; not over four ounces, C cents ; and 6 cents for eftch four 
ounces or fk-action of an ounce. 



GEORGE R. BRINE & CO. 



THE GREAT CLOTHIERS, 



201 Washington Street, 201 



BOSTON. 



THUEE DEFiLHTMEITTS : 



Fine Ready-made Clothing. 

Novelties in Gents^ Furnishing Goods. 

Custom Tailoring in the highest style of 
the art. 




@)3L 



W^^SHIlSraTON STREET. 




SHEPARD & GILL'S 

Fall Announcements. 



BEI>TEMBEIl. 



MAfe in I^anbury. By James M. Bail»y (the Danbury News Man). 
Being a brief but comprehensive record of the doings of a remarkable 
people under more remarkable circumstances, and chronicled in a most 
remarkable manner by the author, and carefully compiled with a pair of 
eight-dollar shears by the compiler. 
" The raost popular humorist in the United Statea.^*— Chicago Post, 
V The best selliug' book since * Little Women.'"— Xee cf Shepard, 

33.000 sold. Fully illustrated. Cloth, extra. $1.50. New holiday edition, 
tinted paper, gilt edges, cloth, extra, illustrated, $2.50. 

Tlie Cliildliood of tlie ^VTorld. By Edward Clodd, F.R.A.S. A 
simple account of man in early times. 

"This genial little volume is a child's book as to shortness, cheapness, and simplicity of 
style, though the author reasonably hopes that older people will use it as a source of informa- 
tion not popularly accessible elsewhere as to the life of primitive man and its relation to oar 
own."— E. B. Tylor, F.B.S., in Nature. 

*• I was delighted to have it read to my children."— Pro/. Max MuUer, 

Cloth, gilt, 75 cents. 

Tlie Iiibrary Catalogrue. A Novelty for Libraries. 

This work is in the form of a series of blanks, arranged with printed heacl- 
ings for the convenience of library owners. In this volume may be systemati- 
cally and conveniently kept a list of the titles, authors, size, anil publishers of 
each book in the library, with tjje shelf or place, and remarks upon each ; added 
to which is a convenient form for keeping a list of books loaned, an advantage 
which will alone fully compensate for the cost and the slight trouble of using 
the catalogue. One volume. Cloth, marbled edges, ^2.50. 

Cliild-^Vf^orld. Part I. By Gail Hamilton. Illustrated by Billings, 
Bush, und Merrill. Holiday edition, gilt edges, $1.50. 

[The full issue of this superb holiday juvenile was delayed from last season owing^ to the 
destruction of Rand & Avery»s printing-houjse November 20, 1872.] 

'* Nothing better has been offered in English to children, in years. Gail HamUton can put ^ 
more witty wisdom into an epiarram than half a dozen other women writers spare to a Uirec- 
volume novel."—i^eM;- York Tribune, 

Popular edition, $1.00. 

Sulbs. By Edward S. Band, Jr. New edition. Elegantly illustrated with 
numerous full-page and double-page colored plates by eminent artists. " The 
handsomest large-paper work issu6d in this country." Two volumes, quarto. 
Half morocco, full gilt, $20.00. 

Tlie ^Vf^indoir-^ardener. By Edward S. Rand, Jr., author of 

"- Flowers for the Parlor and Garden," <fcc. New edition. $1.00. 

"'The Window-Gardener' is a thoroughly practical and popular exposition of the art of 
cultivating flowers and plants within doors. It is a vade-mecum which the ladies will par- 
ticularly prize."— jHbme Journal. 

" Mr. Rand gives full and plain Instruction in regard to growing plants in windows. He 
also designates those plants best adapted for window-culture, describes their peculiarities and 
habits, and ^ives a variety of useful information and ufseful hints which every lover of flowers 
will find as interesting as it is valuable."— ProvifZencc Journal. 

Iii-]>oor and Oiit-]>oor Crardeningr* Two volumes iu box. 
••'The Window-Gardener" and "Popular Flowers." $2.25. 



IV. li. Hayden, 

t(iutJii', I*lute, 

PIANO. 

Agent for 

Tilton's Patent Guitars, 

THE BEST IN USE. 

Dealer in Guitars 

Of aU kinds. 

MUSIC &STRINBS. 

nst pusLiESiii. 

Eavden'S Spw Sleth- 
. , .. od foi- (iiiiur. New 

"- J\ 

AU kinds of Musical UgrcuandiSe 

or send for catalogue of New Gn 
iio, Stnt free. 

120 Tremont St., BoBton. 




tm- rNTBRBSTTNa PACTS ABOUT 

PERFUMERY. 




t klDd» and know oxaclly 
hey are biiyiag. This privilege will be 
dialed by all fond of gnttofol odors. 



MILLIKEN MOUSE, 

ENTRANCE, 187 IVASHIN8T0N STREET, BOSTON, A FEW STEPS FROM THE STREET, 
Set-ween School and Bromfield Streets. 



inrealcnC Hotel in Boston i 
It Hole] iu Uoelo 



il™Jl«ll".']^l^r, 



And ladles, and cHpHble of 



01(L¥ A 2-CENT STAMP j;.S; 



I MuslCBJ UoDllily b 



TT T? A T\X Tf^ TTT T " " astoniehim, how fast this work la belDg inCro- 
jiiiji\.UljlljrJtl JL \ ducod into theeoliool-rooni..It is capable of ha vioB 
nn enornioHa sale, ComiilBto ouurso of EleinenlRrj Study. Kxercises, Rondoa, DueltB, I'rios, 
tind Quartettes. Try It by sending 60 ceiiLs for aamnle coiiv. 

WHITE. SaiTlI ft CO. (BOIB193), Boston. 
BOSTON COXaHSrATOJtT MEXXCOD FOR TSB PUJ/O-EORTE. Br 
JCLIU8 EICHEEllG and JAMES M. TKAUY. American flngflrlng— I'oielgn Angering. 

PETESSrCMjt'S FIAJfO-FORTE BTSTEX. Enlarged 

dngerini. Price. 83.0(1. UieU In the two pnuclpnl conaxnatnrles of 1 

TSE EOSTOir COHSEBrAXOBY METHOD FOR TM. 

LIU8 ElUHBEItU. Frice, $2 5U. 






id reiiised. Foreign 

VIOLIir. By JJJ- 

'DE!ft{I8 BARLING." Hnswor lo " Mollie Darlifig-" 



WHITE, SMITH ft CO., i 



sua and 3U) Watbiiigton Street, 1 



HENRY K. W. HALL, 



Paper and Twine, 



,■1 



No, 114 Washington Street, 



Warerooms: 7 Williams Court, 





WHOLESALE PRICE-LIST OF HAVAITA CIGARS, 



181 Pearl Street, corner of Cedar, P.O. Box 4382 . . 



New York, 



EWIN& & BBI&HAM, Agents for New England, 
33 Bromfleld St. and lO Montgomery Place, Boston. 



La Intimidad, Regalia Britannica, 

do. Conchas, 

Flor do Fumar, Rein as Victoria, 



do. 
do. 
Henry Clay, 
do. 
do. 



Regalia de IiondreSi 

Conchas, 

Non Plus Ultra, 

Regalia.de LTondreSi 

Conchas 



Flor de Cuba, Regalia i'lna, 
do. Conchas, 

do. Princesas, 

La Carolina Conchas, 



Currency 

perM. 

$140 

80 

130 

120 

80 

160 

116 

80 

96 

90 

66 

66 



La Espanola, Flor de PrensadoB, 

do. Conchas, 

Agaila de OrO| Reinas Victoria, 

do. Conchas, 

do. Londres Chicos, 

Jockey Club, Conchas Select, 

do. Reinas Fina, 

Partagas, Londres Ist, 

do. do. 2d, 
La Rosa Conchas, 
Figaros, L. de Corte, 
Superior Infantes, 



Curreneif 

per M 

$70 

66 

ISO 

70 

eo 

90 



90 
80 
7B 
68 
45 



TERMS, STRICTLY CASH, 30 DAYS. 



IVOTICI!. In order to let the New England public test the quality of my Cigars, my 
agents, Messrs EWING & BRIGHAM, are authorized to sell single boxes at wholesale prioe^ 
by paying 30 cents exnress charges firom New York. Orders by maU sent to their address will 
receive prompt attention. JOHN L. BRIGHAM. 

JUSTUS E. EWIKG. 



Lectures and Readings. — Season of 1873-74. 



r. WILLIAM F. CILL 

Has prepared for the coming season three new lectures, and two varied and 
novel programmes of humorous and dramatic readings. 

• HUMOROUS LECTURES. 
I. An Evening in Danbury. 

Illustratinj^ the peculiar humor of Mr. James M. Bailey, the w(Md-famous "Danbury News Man," 
and introducing original readings, adapted expressly for this lecture. The writings of the "Danbury 
News Man " are too universally popular to call for more than a passing mention. The selections from 
his works to be given, and those expressly arranged, have been made with especial reference to public 
reading, and will illustrate the unique humorist in his happiest vein. 

II. Marie TwsUn. 

Illustrating the extended range of composition of the rare humorous genius, Mark Twain : and ac- 
companied by characteristic readings from his works, including several selections not printed in any of 
his books published. 

The lecture wil] be prefaced by an extravagantly humorous burlesque interview, of the popular cus- 
tom of interviewing, so prevalen' at the present time, being based upon a. visit made by Mr. Gill to Mr. 
Clemens (Mark Twain), at Hartford, last spring. 

Note. Both of the above lectures are copyrighted^ and have been authorized by the subjects^ Mr. 
y antes M. Bailey {the ^* Danbury News Man "), and Mr. Samuel L. Clemefis {Mark Twain\ Mr. Gill 
Slaving the exclusive right to deliver them 

LITERARY LECTURES. 
Tlie Romance of Edgar A. Poe. 

Presenting for the first time the true story of the poet's life, gathered from living contemporaries of 
Poe, and from new material hifherto unpublished. 

The lecture will be a vindicition of the poet from' the calumnies and aspersions heaped upon him by 
his biographer, Rev. Dr. Griswold, and will comprise many new facts and incidents of remarkable in-, 
terest. 

Appropriate readings from Poe*s famous works^will be introduced. 



Humorous and Dramatic Readings. 



PROGRAMMES. 



1. 



Magdalena ; or, the Spanish Duel, {Humorous') 

A Report from Below, {Humorous) 

The Raven, {Dramatic) 

Curing a Cold, ..... 

The Young Grayhead, {Dramatic) 

A Sumniei* Recreation, {Humorous) 

Reminiscences of School Life, No. i, {Humorous) 



John Francis Waller. 

Tom Hood. 

Edgar A. Foe. 

Mark Twain. 

. Caroline South hy. 

Danbury News Man. 

. Wm. F. Gill. 



II. 



I {Humorous) 



Thos. Ingoldsby. 

• Mark Twain. 

W. D. Howells. 

Tom Hood. 

Danbury News Man. 

J. T. Trowbridge. 

Wm. F. Gill. 



The Demon's Banquet, {Humorous) 

Aurelia's Unfortunate Young Man, 

After Jenkins, 

The Pilot's Story,, {Pgamatic) 

A Singular Exhibition. {Humorous) 

The Counting Test, {Humorous) . . 

The Vagabonds, {Dramatic) , 

Reminiscences of Scoool Life, No 2, {Humorous) 

NoTB. — The programmes of readings given above are entirely distinct from the readings given in 
connection with the lectures, and are largely made up of the reading selections given with 'great suc- 
cess to large audiences in Music Hall and Fremont Temple, Boston. 

Terms, $50 to $iOO. Address American Literary Bureau, Cooper 
Institute, New Yoric, and 114 Wasliington Street, Boston, or WM. 
F. GILL, I5i Wasliington Street, Boston. 




THE MARVELLOUS- COTraTRY; 



THBEB YEAB5 IN ARIZONA, AND -THB HOMB OF THE! AFAOHBB. 
BIT ». ~W. COZZBMM. 
nilcr the nbovo title 



The Tolnice ivhioh we offer under i 

The work combines all the fsscin 

pertaining to ■ most wonderfiil portio 

The engrsTingH coiopriao over < 
and habits or the people, E 



of greM and reniirknble ii^vreet 
mianoc, with historical niou 
country, hitherto eutirely unknown to miUlotu 



irihod, I 



il bj- ei 






a of tmvcl 



9t Qnlslicd style, man; oMi 

I of ovi;r Qvo hundred pagos. 
If the IDDth meridluTi, sars, Be 



bcinK IVom sctiial photogra 
remarkuhle ruins. The n hale work ft. 

Lieut. George U. Wheeler, In hla 
teniber IS, 1873: 

"The topographical and geologica 
wondcrflil. The couniry diBcoveied t 
far encecdtng any in Colorado." 

The volume will be sold only by subscriptiou. It will he superbly boimd, la either aloth 
extra, or la leather, aa may suit the purchaser. 

( afiMlin, Extra .... xi.J!a 

PRICES.) 



d with maguiflccnt parks, 






Full deaorlpliTe circular! 



t Half l-ut*ejf Morocco , . . 7.0O 

Bout on aiipUoatlon. Address 

8HEPARD & GILL, Publishers, 

BOSTOir. 



f • ■ 

'The Danbury News. 

Published every Wednesday, 

AT DANBURY, CONN. 



A^ Eight -page Journal^ devoted to Literary Miscel- 
lany, General Gossip, and containing 

statements almost 

TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE. 



MABGEBY JDHANJE, the Fashion Editre8S5 

IS A RBQUIiAB CONTBIBIJTOi(. 



TERMS. 



Six Months • • $1.00 

One Year . . . 2.00 

Club Rates made known on application. 



BAILE7 & DONOVAN, 

Danbury, Conn^ 



"YOU CAN»T HELP QOINQ TO»» 



JOmr " PARTICULAH'S " 



MODEL STOBE, 



12 TRKMONT ROAV, BOSTON", 



I'oi: 



PHOTOGliAPH ALtil'MS, (iKyTS* rrii\JSIii ya aoons of every MnO, 
GENTS' FINE IVHITE SHI UTS mmU: to ortlvr nmi I'vadi/ made. 



44 



A SUUE FIT." 



LADIES' AXl) (iKXTS' I >IJK>S I XCi-C ASKS. POCKET-BOOKS. COMBS. 
BIUTSIIKS. LADIES- WOIJK (ASKS. JKWKLRV. JET (iOODS. NECK- 
LACKS, BKA< KLKTS, 1 AN( Y (iOODS. LArKS, JJUCIIINGS, CORSETS, 
UOOP-SKlinS. TOOTH lUasilKS. NAIL nursilES. KID GLOVES. 

Our whole stock at 

"THE LOWEST WHOLESALE PRICES." 



NEW HOLIDAY BOOKS. 

t 

# 

The Bent of all Gnod Company. V,\ V>\ .v .w^-a^ Ikkkold. Comprising a Day with Charia 

Dickens, a Day with Sir \V:iitt!r Scott, a I )..v wiiJi 'i' ••k'tray, a Day with Douglas Jerrold. Con* 
sintin,; of a l)nght biofj[r.i;i!iy "f ci-'h vvriit>:. .i sketch of !ii> career as an author, an estimate of 
his };eii'. , .ind extracts iir</m IiIn wo:k<, uith >|K-cimeu> uf nianu.-<cript. Portrait and illustrationi 
by RoHEKT ilAKitis. Cloih, exir.i, ;;ilt t;J;ieH, $2.50. 

"^ Startiiij;^ out with the motto, that tlie bc<t of .ill {;ood company is the best to have, the author en- 
deavors to bring the thou'j;ht<>, cu^tonio, and rxccilcucus of };rc*at literary men of the past before the 
minds of the present generation, commend it biiih for interest and merit ; and more information and 
pIcaAiire cannot be bou;;ht fur the price, than in thi> volume.'* - -Philadelphia Age. 

Child- World. Part II. (Jail IT ami:, ion.. Ute-it juvenile. Uniform with " ChUd-World," 
Parti. Holiday edition. Fully iihi'.tr.acd. ()i!t edge-*, ;f 1.03. Popular edition, |x.oo. 

^^ A charming addition to tlte manv juvenile^ uoa iu>hing fur recognition into the holiday market. 
It is awful to think of the pa->:tbie 4ui:t of p.irui.t*. v\\ i-itcr<:eT)tin'4 such a glad, genial, invigorating, and 
morally instructive book, and t!r.i> preventing it l!-i;iu reaching their children.** — Basten Glpig. 

!9anta-ClauM Tjnii<l. P.v >1!n; \M\N-i>\ .M. I)->--ou\-«. author of the ^^ Kathie Stories," ** In 
Trust," &c. Hoiiday cdltioi-. r:!:ro.!ii \«ui. '* Child- Wurld." Fully iMastrated. Gilt edges, 
1^1.50. Popular edition, cloili, o:. II. t. ji.-o. 

'*' Santa-Clitus T«and* is ;is its iltl«' is.^j* '''n. a '.•/»..!: .ibout Smt.i Cla-is, and his home in the far-off 
Korth. It is unique in it.t w.v.* ; anl <:'. ."v ii'ivsi.* that wr'.i;i.':.<.<.'H S.mta Claus will probably welcome 
this little volume, telling of hi^ wuiiJeit.il iiiilc pi-op!e, 'ii< wurkihop.. and enchantments.^ ^ ^oitot 
Times. 

Child- World ScriCN. Three %./:u:ne-». r;.if urn, in b>v. ^3.00. 

I. — CiiSLU- World. P.iri I. Illustrated. 
II. — CHri.D-\V«jiM.i), P.xrt 11. Illustrated. 
III. — San ta-Clal's Lanu. I!1u.mi ated. 

SUEFABD & GILL, Publishers, 

BOSTON, Mass 



.-p-/**-.-*' 



This book should bo returned to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 
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